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Violence Against Children 
and Violence Against Women

    Adolescent girls who have been in a relationship.
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worldwide experience physical 
or sexual violence by an intimate 
partner in their lifetime.2
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Women and 
children can both 

experience negative 
impacts on their 

mental, physical, 
and sexual and 

reproductive 
health

Children who 
experience and/or 

witness violence have 
an increased risk 
of perpetrating 
or experiencing 

violence later in life

Partner violence 
against women affects 

children's health 
and development: 
their birth weight, 
under-5 mortality, 
mental health, and 
social development

coexist and intersect in multiple ways, and can 
each have devastating and long-lasting impacts*

Compounding 
Consequences

Shared Risk 
Factors

Gender inequality and 
discrimination, including 
male dominance at home 

and marital conflict

Lack of 
responsive 

institutions

Weak legal 
sanctions

Harmful 
alcohol and 
drug use

Exposure to violence 
early in life, including 
during adolescence

Social norms that condone 
violence, prioritise family 
reputation, and blame 
victims

adolescent 
girls

1 in 4 
(aged 15-19)‣1

Nearly

*When multiple forms of 
violence are experienced in 
the same household, it can 

compound harms for children 
and women.

live with a mother or female 
caregiver experiencing intimate 
partner violence.3  
These children suffer the same 
negative effects as when they are 
direct victims of violence, and they 
are also more likely to experience 
violent discipline.




